
 by Tricia Glensor
illustrated by Elspeth Alix Batt



The Ministry of Education and Lift  Education would like to thank van Asch Deaf Education Centre, Christchurch 

and St Theresa’s School, Plimmerton, for their support in making this book.

New Zealand Sign Language is one of the off icial languages of Aotearoa New Zealand. The other 

two off icial languages are English and te reo Māori. More than 20,000 people use New Zealand Sign 

Language. Many people who use sign language are Deaf. It is usual to write Deaf with a capital letter.

Me (Troy) My friend Joe

Published 2017 by the Ministry of Education,

PO Box 1666, Wellington 6140, New Zealand.

www.education.govt.nz

Text copyright © Crown 2017

Illustrations copyright © Crown 2017

All rights reserved.

Enquiries should be made to the publisher.

Publishing services: Lift  Education E Tū

Editor: Bernadette Wilson

Designer: Liz Tui Morris

Literacy Consultant: Kay Hancock

Consulting Editors: Hōne Apanui and Emeli Sione

NZSL Consultant: Darryl Alexander 

ISBN 978 1 77669 091 6 (print)

ISBN 978 1 77690 397 9 (online)

Replacement copies may be ordered from Ministry of Education Customer Services,

online at www.thechair.co.nz

by email: orders@thechair.minedu.govt.nz

or freephone 0800 660 662

Please quote item number 69091.

The teacher support material (TSM) and audio for this text

can be found online at www.readytoread.tki.org.nz

Running words: 229 (not including inside back cover)

 by Tricia Glensor
illustrated by Elspeth Alix Batt

Ministry of Education



This is my class.  When we have news, 
our classroom is very, very quiet.
When we have news, no one talks.
In our class, we sign our news.
We sign our news because Joe is in our class.
Joe is my best friend, and he is Deaf. 
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When our teacher told us 
that Joe was coming to our class, 
we were a bit worried. 
How could we talk to Joe?  
How could Joe talk to us?

“Don’t worry,” 
said our teacher. 
“This is Ellie.
She’s going to help us 
learn to sign.”
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Ellie told us that signing is a way of talking 
with your hands and your body and your face.

When someone is signing,
you need to watch them 
to see what they are telling you.
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Ellie showed us how to spell our names 
with our fingers.  We learnt to sign 
lots of other words too.

When Joe came to our class, I signed, 
“Hi, Joe!  My name is Troy.”

Joe signed back, “Hi.  My name is Joe.” 
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Today, Joe had some special news. 
We all watched to see what he was signing.

“It’s my birthday today,” he signed. 

“Happy birthday!” we all signed back.

“Are you going to have a cake?” signed our teacher.
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“ Yes,” Joe nodded.  “And I got a …” 

Just then, the door opened.
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In came Joe’s mum.

“ You got a puppy!” we all signed.
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Hi rugby

birthday puppy

You can fi nd out more about sign language at:
https://nzsl.vuw.ac.nz

Here are some signs that Troy and Joe used in this story.



The teacher support material (TSM) and audio 
for Ready to Read texts can be found online at 
www.readytoread.tki.org.nz

To go directly to audio and TSM for this book, 
scan the QR code or use the short URL.

Joe’s News

bit.ly/2TXavEF
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